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forebears going back to 14#0e photooDi ck 6 s son Thomas Chr i
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engravings of &6éDick setting off from Melto

Graham Christian (who is descended fidiok& younger briher Lester Christian
via his unmarried daughter Ann Christian who had two children Thomas Sivers
Christian[Graham's forebehand Charles Christidnwvho pointed out that 1859

edition of 6Sil k and i Bickavasldead iy théoniainedn ot | at
a solicitation for further subscriptions f.
poverty and provided the copy which is append&@dham has also rightly pointed

out that there is an alternative and equedjda ncest r al ttheedJames.or Di cKk

Whereas Marti noshowshannd 64 rppaer dntdeemdei ng Jot
Elizabeth Mapley, another James (also born in Cottesmore but seven yearsmarlier
who had parents James Christian .and Mary Si

John Slusawhose websitehttp://www.greyhoundderby.coinsee thed 1 8 [kso

onthe6 Hi st o AiptreeGrand Natonélpagei contains some fascinating

additional information and pictures, inding the remarkable fact that Dick on

Polyanthuscame second by one length to BeaheiThe Duken the first Grand

Nationalit hen the OLi ver poioofl83Bimiardf a8beepltechéas
|l ocked gated!

Sally Thornton (née Christidgina desendent of the Christians of Cottesmore and
Exton but not of Dick himself) who allowed me to publish her family tree. It was
the local legend that Sally was indeed descended directly from Dick that was the
genesis of this article.


http://www.greyhoundderby.com/
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Dick Christian

Ever since horses were
invented, there have bee
individuals i some with skill,
pluck andresolve and some
totally battyi who would ride
any horse over any countrin
the early nineteenth century, in
the heydayof the Old Club at
Melton Mowbray and of
history captured in the
paintingsof Sir Francis Grant
and John Ferneley $rthere
were a fewi a very fewTl
really outstanding  cross
country riders riders in a
league of their ownriders of
whom even the cream of
Melton 7 the Earl of Wilton,
Lord Garader, Mr Little
Gilmour, Lord Foresteandthe
others depi ct ed i
OMel t on Bir eaaek
more than a littleenvious One
already has a full lengtr
biography: Thomas Assheton
Smith (17761858 MFH
Quorn Burton and Tedworth
who with his inheritance of thBinorwic slate quarries in Snowdonia became very
rich. Anotheri who wrote an autobiography (much of vith still exists with a very
detailed commentary by its editor) wide rich éSquiréd George Osbaldestqi 7861
1866 MFH Burton, Mr Mustesd country, Atherstone Quorn (twice), Pytchley
Hambledon, Thurlowand Holdernesy Yet anotherwe know little about Thomas
Heycock (1796-1862) of Owston, East Norton Hall andatterly Braunston Mandr
But perhapsthe best of the lot andthe creme dda créme ofprofessionalrough
ridersi was Dick Christian.

Shortly before he diedn penury in 1862 at the age of 83Dick was
interviewedtwice at length by Henry Hall Dixon, better known by his pemé of
The Druid The outcome of the first interview was included by Dixas Dick
Chr i st i annétse thirdeeditiom (1857) oPost and Paddocgkhe first of his
hunting and racing books. Dic& seminiscences provedo popular that, eighteen
months laterhe andDixontook a gig tour around th@uorn, Cottesmore arigelvoir
countries. The result appeared Bk Christian Again (better known asDick
Christiano6s )Secnon@i xloencotsu r e cSiknahd Scalete st r i an
(1859). The t wo 6Lect urtessuice d famparently) érst-hand n e s

Ywher e Jo s sgredigrandiather ¥vas HanburyMFH Cottesmore 19007, subsequently
lived
2 Dixon wrote legal texts such @&e Law of the Farmnder his own name


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atherstone_Hunt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quorn_Hunt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pytchley_Hunt
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informatior? about thelong-vanishedMelton hunting world Despite his advanced
year s, Dickbdbs recoll ections arsarprigngly ensi ve
accurate. Dixon himseltame from a differentmilieu: Rugby Trinity College
Cambridgeand called to the Bar in 18538ut he had a sympathetic earas adeft

writer anda master of voluminous facgta nd he was the i deal per s
tales into printHo w ma ny gioriesvizzie cekodded verbatim anechich were

local legenctleverlyi nt er woven by Dixon into Dickods ne
anditisa measure of Di x otimedesult & kearhldsBick springsr i t er t

out of the pages as eolourful and spiritel character with a fund ofively

reminiscences about the 6ol d dayso6é, extend]
What is missing from the Lectures is information about Dick himisdifs

family, where he lived anather details of his personalfdi outside hunting and

horsesLater authordave remedied this deficiGuy Paged $he Flying Parson and

Dick Christiarf (1939 h as Di c k 6(so ff iwhsotm wiafgeet says 0]l h

t o | ear npraducwyg thventy gfdis twertgne childrenbefore expiring, a

second wife with whom he eloped producing one child, and a thirdivaf@elgian

tightrope dancer (!) from Sangero6és Circu

Dickdbs death, was supported by ough 3ackchi | d

Br own | Mekod Mowbrayi Queen of the Shire€1980) which is the most

widely-read accoundf the development of Meltgmlso trots out a variant of this tale.

The problem for later readers is ththese accounts by Paget and Brownlawe

largelyfictitiousé

S
re

The real Dick Christian
n 6" March 1779 irSt Nicholas' Parish Church, Cottesmatames Christian and
his wife Jane (née Lestdrom Clipsham had their newborn infant sori their
fifth child i baptised by the Reerend Wiliam Brereton, Rector of CottesmoiEhe
child waschristenedRichard butwvasfor ever afterwards called DigkHe had at least
seven brothers and five sisters.

There have been Christians in Cottesrhdoe over 500 yearsand arelated
branchof the familyin nearbyBarrow had longownedand farmedand in Barrow,
Market Overton and Cottesmomarrow Housewvas built by John Christian in 1859
with barns on the south side of the house believed to have been the site of the original
Chr i s todge.nrétsanother branctof the family lived just over the Al at

fewfrsthand accounts of |ife in rural England in Dick
the (slightly earlier) diaries ofi18WBg Reverend James
4 with co-author Lionel IrvineOn e o f Maj or P a g enindsonlythis garter strgpsout f i t s
can be seen in Meltonb6s Museum of Hunting

® parishrecordsi as opposed to the pesB37 civil registrations rarely contain birth dates, but as

infant mortality was high it was usual for a child to be baptised within a day or two after birth if it was

sickly and within around three weeks otherwise. tap in church has been assumed where the
register does not also contain a subsequent Orecei
acceptable to both the C of E and Church of Rome for midwives to baptise newborn children who were
inextremisl f this baptism took the correct form and the
church (as above)

® except by William, 1 Earl of Lonsdale who, Dick says, always called him Richard

"their resident 60s qui ree Bhomas krahsdawBart i aonn eF ateveriiba wreadwse b e
greatgr and f at -hephedveho liyed et&ottesmore HallAnd there is a bell irSt Nicholas'

Churcht hat, before it was recast in 1885, had the insc
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Pickworthata secondChr i sti ands Lodge where Ondhe Cott e
of Di c kréasgrandmothe® was from the Barrow branchntriguingly, a circle
centredonHoriit he ©1 b a the Bxtomeastaté and drawn through Oakham,

Market Overton, Ryhall, Stamfor&astoron-the Hill and North Luffenham contains

the preponderance of Christian families in Rutland and adjacent cotnoteshe

nineteenth century and earlidtr.also contains thdulk of Littledyke families (q.v.

later). Exton village itself, however, appears not to have had any Christians resident

until a certain Robert Christian moved tharehe late 18 C (qg.v. later).

Dick went to school undgrarentalduress but learned to writeDick says that
fabout t weallvieéla @BtiaSi t o Ho r a caeing Mables) they
wer e at Bar ham Diohwinss lians tkeln tfiot wemashed t hr e e
kneewhile riding twenty miles away at Margate (when a chaise crossed the course)
led him to returnto Cottesmore and to schodtither before or more probably
immediately after his sojourn in Kent, he was apprenticed to Hubbard the Blitcher
Langham, bt his obsession withhorses prevailed and he went to Sir Gilbert
Heathcotg(4th Bt) of Normanton Parlasa padgroom to Lady Heathcot¢henas a
groom and, when Sir Gilbert was MFH Cottesmore (18)Zs stud groom and
whipperin.

Dick marriedfirstly JulianaLittledyke™, originally of Eastoron-the-Hill, on
26" December 1798 &t Peter and St PaBarishChurch, ExtonHe was 19, she was
20, and they married in ha$tesJuliana was heavily pregnant with théist child,

Julia, whowas baptised on I7February 1799n Exton. Theythen moved to Edith
Westonwhere sons Richartbaptised ¥ September 1800nd Jamegbaptised29"
November 1801) were born, and then to North Luffenham for the births of Charles
(baptised 8§ October 1803) and Alfrecbéptied 2" March 1806) His wife Julima

died on % March 1808 and was buried &t John the Baptist Parish Church, North
Luffenham

Sir Gilbert gave uphe mastership of the Cottesmarel806 andDick left Sir
Gil berto6s ¥ fawiindNerthliuffenhang 0 9

With a young family to look after, Dickeeded motherwife: within seven
months*of hi s f i r $& mamiédfsecdndlgn @B Septémber 18082-
yearold Elizabeth daughter of William and Mary Redmile of Empinghaat, St
Peter'sParish Church, Empingham

8hisfathe 6s mot her 6s mot hét746lary Christian (1696

he signed all three of his marriage register entri
% putchery ran in the Hubbard family: one James Hubbard who was born in Langham in 1684 went to
Londonandbecame a master butcher, chairman of the Butc
London

1 who had (at least) eleven brothers and six sisters

12 yntil the Legitimacy Act of 1926a child born before marriage remained legally a bastard after the

marriage, so Dick had an incentive to marry before the birth

“Dick told The Druid that he remained in Sir Gilber
houndso. Since Sir Gil bert 6gtheietis art als get uGresbltedeh mor e ma st
year discrepancy. This makes sense, howmtin®r, if Dic
in 1809, i.e. the latter carried on hunting for a further three years after 1806 with WilffaEayl1of

Lonsdale who was his successor in the erabip.Other Christians worked for the Cottesmore: there

are headstones on the right of the SW porch of &hdlas' Churciplaced there by Lord Lonsdale for

some of his hunt servants; one i n [Beneathithcstohear i s men
lies a dutiful son; What faults you have seen in him take care anddshunThi s Wil |l iam <co
conceivably have been Dickds younger brother.

 this quick remarriage, which today would be thought callous, was then accepted and not unusual
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The first of Drinedhildram ElizaE Was baptiseelt h 6 s

on 8" July 1809(buried® 9" January 1810and the remainder followed closely: Ann
(baptised 12 August 1810, a second Elizab@ptised29" September 181t buried
29" November 1811)Emma (baptised "8 November 1812puried 12" November
1812) son RedmilelfaptisedL3" February 181 Mary (orn17" April and baptised
26" April 1815 buried 38" March 181§, William (born 8" October and baptised %2
October 1816buried 19" March 1817, Ellen porn 16" Februaryand baptised
March 1817 and Caroline Kaptised30" September 1819buried 4' November
1819.

Dick laterimpressed offhe Druidhis pride at having suchlarge family but
there was a more poignantside. When Dick and Elizabeth marriecyrate John
Ellicott instructedthemi in the uncompromisinty direct languageof the Book of

Common Prayéfit hat marri age fi s nmwottakenynhandy t o

unadvisedly, lightly, or wantonly, to satisfy men's carnal lusts and appetites, like brute
beasts that have no understanding; &utduly considering the causes for which

b €

Matrimony was ordained. First, It was ordained for the procreatioo f c hi | dr en

Secondl vy, I't was ordained for a rWitmedy
the fearfully high infant mortality then extant amith Elizabethworn downby all-
too-frequent childbearing, theNorth Luffenhamburial registettells its own pathetic
story: 9" January 8107 Eliza, aged 6 months; $0March 1816i Mary aged 11
months; 18 March 18177 William aged 5 monthsThenon 4™ October 1819
Elizabeth herself and finallgn 4" November 8197 Caroline aged 5 week®Vith
eight children in ten yeargklizabethhad kept her vows and hddedin childbirth.

With his burgeoning familyDick urgently neededyet another wife and on
10" December 182@t the age ofwenty-eight married Catherinealsotwenty-eight
daughter of John and Ann Cooke of Goadby Marwmo8&t Mary's Parish Church,
Melton, and brought her back to North Luffenham where their first child Gideon was
born on 14 March 1822died September 1908)

Dick and his wife then moved to Meltpaltholgh at sometime between 1820
and 1822 Dickalso worked with board and lodging includedor Mat Milton, a

somewhashadyhorsedealer the sits of whoseyard andof Di ¢ k 6 s Iveoydtgi n g

to be identified although they were in @n the outskirts oMelton.

Further children followed: Thomas (baptised"1@arch 1825 died before
1911), John (baptised "™ April 1826; died March 1866 in LeicesferHoratid®
(baptised 30 May 1828 died December 1850 in Melton MowbjayFredrick
(baptised 14 May 1830, died December 1864 in Melton Mowbjaysarah Maria
(baptised 18 November 183pand Alfred (baptised I1May 1836; died 5th April
1840)

aga

h a

¢

“itisofttn uncl ear from the manuscript bapti smal regi si

O0El i zabethd is intended. The abbreviated Vdr.sei.on

with a colon appended) but this is not always perceptiktleeémowfaded registers
'8 unless indicated otherwise, burial dates were recorded until 1837. Then, with the statutory registering
of deaths, the date of death was recorded instae footnot@6

Y+his 1662 marriage service is still canonically

Cranmerwith psalter by Miles Coverdalds a work of matchless felicity and memorable turn of
phrase, unlike the present wateckd wn demoti ¢ déal ternativesé

'8 the battle of Trafalgar in 1805Engl andds greatest navaliresuitedt or y

in the death of Admiral LordHoratio) Nelson

i n

of

c
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In the early 1840s, Dick and family lived in New Cit} a row of(at least)
terf® cottageson the scrub land to theastof t he current Working |
what is now Norman Way where it crosses the present Charlotte Street.
At some pointduring the next ten years he moved round the corner to Chapel
Street, but during 1841856, Dick lived away at Rufford Abbey rf@ach hunting
season as groom and hotseaker to Lord Scarborough.

Dick died of f"'hane 1862t the ahe af 88yhis hause atZhapel
Street, MeltonCatherine later moved to Leicester Street but ended up indlgnity
of Thorpe RoadUnion Wor khouse (now SwherdMshe diédsof hospi t
Aparal ysi s an dJaauarly B8BuggediB®d nd on 23

Mel ton Ti mes mer el vy r ep® inst.eatl Melon c k 6 s d e
Mowbr ay Mr Richard Chri st forasomeang whb hadl 2 0 : sc
consistently outidden the finest steeplechase and foxhunting riders of his day.

Whereaghe deathsof Dick and Catherinare well documented, thddurial placs are
currently uncertain.Brownlow (g.v. aboveg says that Dick wasié bur i ed i n th
Congregation&f Burial Ground opposite the houie Chapel Streetin which he had

l i ved f o.rTheowy ptolem gvith thisis that the burial ground dfhe
Congregational chapel along with thosesof M @arish€hairch and the Wadeyan
chapelwere full andhad beerclosed formostnew burials some years previoudBut

a new burial ground’ St Mar y & $rad GdemeSablishedon what is now
Norman Way lehind Mill Lane Asset Management Efdbpposite the deadnd of
Charlotte streetin 1842to cater for both the C of E and Dissentdralmostbacks
on to the Congregational chapalrial ground and the two areas were divided by
scrub land behind the present Norman Way Day Centre.

Neither Dick nor his last wife wasapparently,e v e r formally Oreceiyv
Congregational Chap@l So unless the couple were buried in paristiegrathan St
Ma r ig'ﬁ which seems unlikelgince they were married there, had kait one of
their children baptised there and both died within that pdarigte logical place for
them both to be bur?, eitder as msmbeérsof tlstablishadr y 6 s C|

YSLondond was i n vevigusle calledléttle LoBdon; st thevBcalforg Road end of

what is now Norman Way on the car park immediately behind the current B&H Midland Services there

was Soho Street; and on the site of the current local authority housing off Norman way therd was Pal

Mall . The hamlet of Welby was even ambitiously nick
“there were 22 families living in New City in 1841
on the opposite side of what is now Norman Way which are now occupied by Mill Leset As

Management Ltd who say that they were built c. 1800 so could conceivably be the original houses

“Lthis Dissenters Chapel was originally called the Independent Chapel, then the Congregational Chapel

(the names are synonymous) and lattérlyhen the Eglish Presbyterians and most but not all
Congregationalists mergédhe United Reformed Church

“neither the Chapel Street I ndependent Chapel Me e t
burials makes any mention of either of them. If Dick and &d#tle were baptised into the C of E, they
would have needed to undergo o6receptiond into the

the Minutes make no mention of this

Z neither is there a record of their burials in Sysonby (whichwasaised an over fl ow from St
Cottesmore, North Luffenham or Goadby Marwood

“the Melton Borough cemetery on Thorpe Road was not
Close burial ground was flattened to make the present green space now knowheas St6 s Me mor i al
Park, a number of bodies were exhumed and transferred to Thorpe Road. Melton is littered with small
undocumented graveyards: exhumati ons wer e needed
(formerly Safeway) was built, when the railway &tatyard was developed and so on.
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Church or as DissenterBut therearen o St  Ma royGosgregational chépel
burial recordsfor them extant They could, of course, have joined tReimitive
Methodistsin Goodrické® Street,the Wesleyans in Sage Cross Street or even the
Roman Catholics in Sherrard Stréedll within a short walk of their house in Chapel
Street. And this would not have been wunli
populationi and 40% of parents were DissenterdJnfortunately, thegrave plas®
forthe Congregational c h a phad longagonk THe @nave St Mar y
headstones in St Maryds Cbubteeee ismameation howe v e
of Dick or his wife:hardyunexpected as theanmsiabed coul dn
headstone rad, in Cat h e rcase, éhie Workhouse Guardiaalnost certainly
wo ul pap 0t

But perhapsthe lack of headstona&l o0 e s n 6 t Dickn hats & germanent
memoriali his 6 Lect ur es 6.

+++

Epilogue
So what? All this looksnoresuitable forAmateur GenealogistThere is,however
alitttebi t mor eé

Note firstly that Dick was born in 1779 and his elder brothers James and Wiiliam
1775 and 1777 all in Cottesmore, and that Cottesmore and Exton are just over two
miles apart by footpath.

Then in the dry jagon of genealogists:

Robert Christian(b. c. 1776 d. 3° December 1836 in Extdwho on 14 May 1800
at St Peter and Paul Parish Church, Extordangb. 12" April 1772 in Exton) da. of
Edward and ElisabetlPrestorof Exton and had issue amoathers:

Horace Christian(b. 28" December 1805 in Extord. 15" April 1846 of cardiac
inflammation a farm labourerwho in the 1830s worked for George Rudkin of Exton
and who on 14th February 1832 &t Peter and St Paul Parish Church, Exton
Eleanor(b. 29" January 1809 in Exton)edof Richard and Ann Youngnd had issue
among others:

William Christian (b. 17" May 1840 in Exton, d. 1879 a servant and latefarm

labourer who on 2% August 1861a t St Peterds PamiMay Chur ch.
Ann (b. 28" August 1839 in Barrowden) da. of Thomas and Jane Shamnanhad

issue among others:

%5 which for some unfathomable reason Melton Borough Council insist on calling Goe®ireet. In

Dickbs time it was called Bradleybds Row

®from 1837 there were potentially stharagsanburces o0
deat hsd one required by I aw and held for Engl and
Sout hport, a possible O6buriald entry in the church

yard or cemet ery gAchof @812p thaemenwas littlen standardidatios ef &Csof E
register entries, although LorHardwicke $ Marriage Actof 1753 regularised the recording of
marriages
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George Amos Christiatb. 26" May 1873 inRyhall, d. 195§ ajobma st er s gr oom
later warehousemas@nd finally domesticcoachmanwho in 1898 in Loughborough
m. 25 year oldAnnie Jones of Loughborough ahdd issu@mong others:

Alan Christian(b. 12" July 1914at 3, Southfield Road, Loughboroygh May 198%
a hosiery machinistnd later farmemwho on 239 March 1940at Holy Trinity Parish
Church, Loughborougim. 26 year oldMollie Websterof Loughboroughand had
iIssueamong others

Sally-Ann Christian(b. 5" March 1953 at Leicester General Hospitakho on 22"

June 1974t St PavishChuréhs WaltoAle-Woldsm. Martin KennethThornton

who was thern hunt servicat the Quorn Kennel8arrow-on-Soarand subsequently

hunt sman of t he D u(tkeeBeleoir HUR)13927 200&l 6 s hounds
Sally Thorntonis thus not dineal descendent of Dick Christian bistdescended from

the same extended Christian family whicthas farmed in and around Lord
Gainsboroughods Exton estate since the Ref o

+++
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DIl CK6S FOREBEARS

William Christian (Husbandman of Barra@vb. 1470; d. 1547

|
Robert ChristiandHusbandman of Barradvb. 1500; d. 1565 (m. Elizabeth)

|
William Christian (Husbandman of Barra@vb.c. 1535 (m. Joan)

I
William Christian (Husbandman of Cottesm@é.c. 1570

|
Robert ChristiandHusbandman of Cottesmdyé. 1600; d. T March 1667 (m. Mary)

|
Thomas ChristiafidHusbandman of Cottesm@d.1631; d. April 1705 (m.

Katherine)

|
John Christian@’eoman of Cottesmoéeb. 168" March 1674; d. 19 Feb.1738 (m.
Jane Hardy

|
John Christiandreoman of Cottesmoéeb. 13" July 1712; d. 7 Nov. 1776 (m.15

Feb. 1741 Elizabeth Mapley, Cottesmore)

|
James Christian (of Cottesmore ) b"#®ec. 1751; d. 1805 (m. BQune 177kt
Clipsham, Rutlandane Lester

|
Richard (Dick) Christian (1779-1862)

(kindly provided by Martin Slater)
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Thomas Chridian, Mary and family
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